Hong Kong, March 25th, 2001

Hi Gavin

Got 2 letters from you the other day. Both on the same day. Could have arrived on different days but I only clear the mail box every two or three days. Thanks. Interesting, especially about the use of the terms ‘Camp’, ‘Fort’, etc, which I was unaware of. The Air Force also uses the term ‘Field’ as well as the ‘airfield’ you mentioned. Remember Moffat Field near Stanford where we went once for an air show. Incidentally, they had one of the early versions of the Osprey at that show. That’s a bit disappointing about the HK Police not giving any waivers. You also mentioned grants for US Veterans. How long do you need to serve to be defined as a Veteran and hence eligible for such grants?


You probably heard of another school shooting in San Diego! It was carried out by a boy who graduated from the school last year. People injured but it seems that there were no fatalities. I saw a 20/20 programme last week about the reactions of boys to guns and some of the dangerous, hair-raising things they do with them. Everything had been carefully planned and secretly filmed with all guns being made not to work. The boys had been through a course on the dangers of guns. Later, they were taken to a gym and other places where guns had been ‘planted’. The programme showed what happened when the boys discovered the guns. Only one actually reported his find and then only after hiding one gun that he could recover later. One boy, who had seen his fried shot dead and who vowed he would never touch another gun, actually spent a long time playing with his find and then even pointed it at another boy! 


Didn’t do much exercise last week. The ‘run’ the previous Saturday took a lot out of me. On the Monday after I went to the gym, not to do any weight-lifting, but to practice some of the exercises for the current challenge, such as push ups, jumping over a beam, dips and squat jumps (on hands and feet/ move feet forward then back again through 18 inches). Even these were tough! Was thinking of doing a hike yesterday but with expected temperatures of 28OC changed my mind.


Last weekend I actually went to a concert. In the City Hall. It was a Welsh Male Voice Choir. And it was marvellous. Over 2 hours of music with just a 15-minute break. I have always liked this kind of singing but had never actually heard a live choir. The programme was varied: from Welsh hymns and folk songs to international songs and American folk songs (as this choir has done a number of US tours). Include was a medley of Tom Jones songs (Jones is a Welshman) including ‘Delilah’, the song you like. Bought a CD of the choir on sale outside – at $120 for only 42 minutes, not exactly a bargain but still great music. Welsh music goes back thousands of years but the modern male voice choirs arose in the 19th Century through a combination of Protestantism and the miseries of coal mining (Wales sits of large beds of coal, though most mines have now been closed down). Can you remember going to Llangollen in North Wales? We stayed at a Youth Hostel, which was a large old house in a forest; the village also had a ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ train. Well, that village holds an annual music competition, which includes this kind of music among many others. The 5 ESF secondary schools in HK are putting on a concert this week with a combined orchestra and choir. 


In Hong Kong, the unemployment rate has gone up again to 4.5% (official figure; the unofficial and probably more accurate figure is higher) after a steady downward movement. The Census is in full swing. Two students came here the other night basically just to collect the questionnaire that had been previously posted. Air Pollution reached a record of 150 in Central one day. The reason given for the high value was that there was no wing to blow away all the pollutants, ignoring of course that it really all the vehicles, etc that are to blame rather than the wind! The HK Rugby 7s will be held this coming weekend (March 30-April 1st). The tournament has lost a lot of its shine in the past few years. I have heard almost nothing about it yet. The NZ team is weaker, being made up of some newer players. Eric Rush is out with a broken leg, Lomu is playing in the Super 12s and Nadine’s favourite Craig Newby is out with an injury. Fiji has dropped Severi as he “has lost his touch” as they put it. 


The ‘Mir’ Space Station (Mir means ‘peace’ and also ‘world’) was returned to Earth the  other day. On TV, saw the fiery trail traced out as pieces flew across the sky over Fiji. Spectacular! I was following its course on a NASA website though this was not all that special. 

I guess that’s about it for this time. Cheers.

Dad
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